GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

salle was to make the trade-unions simply an agency of the
Social Democratic party. This, of course, was a Utopian
scheme. Then there emerged the so-called "two-pillar theory"
in which social democracy and trade-unions would march side
by side as separate organizations, joined together by an alliance,
and pursue some kind of Socialist goal. This two-pillar doctrine,
however, broke down. The trade-unions gradually gained the
ascendancy in the Social Democratic party. This is most strik-
ingly demonstrated in Germany by the parliamentary crisis of
March, 1930, when the government broke in view of the de-
mands of the trade-union leadership for enlargement of the
unemployment insurance fund. Now a situation has been at-
tained where the Social Democratic party again is fairly free, or
may be fairly free

Yet the Social Democratic party, although more or less free
or able to be free itself from trade-union control, is operating
still in a setting in which Germany will, and necessarily intends
to, restore herself to the position of a great power. All German
politics since 1918 and particularly Social Democratic politics
since 1918 have been oriented toward this goal. The Social Demo-
cratic party, like all other parties, aimed and fought for the
restoration of Germany as a great power. This does not mean
necessarily an imperialist and aggressive power, but it does
mean complete political equality, the restoration of the historic
frontiers, and internal solidarity. If we go through Social Demo-
cratic history as revealed particularly in the books by Otto
Braun and Frederic Stampfer, the editor of the official news-
paper of the Social Democratic party, we find that both of these
authors are concerned only with one problem, namely, to de-
fend the Social Democratic party against the reproach of not
having been national enough; and critics of both books maintain
that the two books do not quite adequately show how really
national the Social Democratic party is. This is a kind of trau-
ma of the Social Democratic party. This is the consequence of
the very long German tradition in which the right-wing parties
successfully claimed to present national interests alone to the
exclusion of everybody else. It is against this claim that the
German Social Democratic party fights. It is this attitude of
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